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December 2007, A Town Called Lowell Video
Lowell Grange
MAGGIE OSGOOD:                                                                                                                                                      Built in 1913-1914 as in the Lowell School and then in 1933 it became the Grange. The Grange purchased the building and in 1930 and 1931 they built the high school.  That’s where the kids went after that.
MAN:  There was a boardwalk because the roads were dirt and they had a boardwalk that crossed this front and ended right by the concrete. We would actually like to put that back in, too.  We think we could get away with keeping the parking and adding the boardwalk.  Because it does get wet out here.  The biggest confrontation that the Grange had was the railroad. The railroads would come in and buy property at low market value, agricultural property and then move the railroad into town, sell the property for a profit because the railroad was now in town and that’s where the expression “railroaded” comes from.  The Grange actually had a secret password meant to keep the railroad folks out, not that we are worried about that now.  I’d say that at least 60% of our membership are actually farmers, either gentlemen farming or folks that do tree farming.  We have a good base of support. We support any community event.  Any event that is for the community we support.  We do not discriminate against any religion, sect, color, creed at all.  We are open to everyone.  That is one of our precepts of our organization is that we don’t discriminate.  We don’t allow alcohol in the Grange and that is probably one of its own un-doings.  Unlike the Elks and other organizations out there that have that available, we have chosen over the years not to and I think that is a very good thing because people can feel safe and secure sending their kids over here for movie night.  We have movie night, we do a Harvest Party every year.  We support Scouts, we support local organizations like the Quilters group, Alcoholics Anonymous, and other organizations that require a place to stay.
We’re going to make the steps wider, put extra up to code vertical slats on the guard rail and we’re going to extend it out 4 more feet.  We’re going to take this down and replace the roofing, take all this out and level it.
(inside) Those things are the original we have.  That is the original bell tower (points to picture) and we want to try and replace it and find a bell.  This is our charter from April 1st 1930. That’s our original charter for this particular grange. The grange can use all the help it can get because, unfortunately, a lot of our charter members have since passed away.

Covered Bridge
WARREN WEATHERS:                                                                                                               This part of what is now the lake. Over there was Luke’s raised pigs and Birch Street with a couple of houses on it. The rest of this (points to lake) was primarily river bottom with cottonwoods.  Not too many houses right here. Close to where we’re standing there were a couple of chicken farms. Some of the houses that were down here were moved up into Lowell.  The house that the Goldsberrys now live in was once the mill manager’s house for Butte Lumber Company.  When the bridge was bypassed for the new road, it was no longer eligible to be maintained with county road funds. We tried to maintain it with volunteers and donations and that was pretty tough to do with what was required.  When the Forest Service was moving they had a program that would fund economic development projects in the community, especially if they were somehow associated with the forest.
The Lowell Bridge was constructed in 1945 to replace an earlier covered bridge that was built after the turn of the century, to replace a ferry that Hyland operated.  A consulting group known as (sea reach??) worked on the interpretive center of the bridge.  Their work is mostly pretty accurate and they found some things that we’ve been looking for a long time and haven’t been able to find, including a picture of an old railroad depot.  There is a picture on the other side of this display of a bridge built in 1948 that they name as the Lowell Bridge.  It is not, it is the Little Fall Creek Bridge.
John McWade built this model. He was District Forester for the Oregon Department of Forestry in Springfield for quite a while.  The Department of Forestry used to have a guard station here and they used to have a lookout station on Disappointment Butte for fire watch.  These original floor beams that  were cut were close to 400 years old.  We can grow those same trees with modern practices in close to 100 years today.  
Interviewer:  So what is really holding up this bridge in part are trees that are 400 years old.                                                                                                                                             Warren: yes

THE DEAD CENTER:  LOWELL PIONEER CEMETARY 
Two men (names?):                                                                                                               It was quite a reasonable sized town, there was over 3500 people, they had mills here, two hotels, and the railroad used to go right through here.  Pengra road was the old railway line. They had two grocery stores, addresses, ice cream parlor, quite alot of businesses in town. There were three different churches that aren’t around anymore, so all the records are lost.  Everything we’ve got we’ve read from headstones. There’s a whole section of headstones down there. We think there’s graves in there but we don’t know.  We just mow it.  The only name we are aware of is Hyland, which is the big monument behind the tree there,  who were kind of the founding fathers of Lowell and that’s quite a large memorial. And of course we have a street named Hyland in town.  I believe that he operated ferry at the river.  This is the dead end center, the dead end of the town.





